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Stills are moments in time or memory recollections of the author. The moments described span
a period from the pre-teen years to the age of sixty. *From a child growing up in an inter-racial
family in the island of Cuba during the decade of the fifties, to the sudden arrival and oppression
of Communism.Followed by a migration to the United States in 1962 as an unaccompanied
minor, a historical chapter that later would be known as the Pedro Pan Children.Soon after the
father bid farewell to the son, the regime of Fidel Castro sentenced him to a 20-year prison term
to serve at the Isla de Pinos concentration camp.In 1980, the Mariel boatlift, a controversial
event that brought Cubans to American shores, provided the venue for the long awaited reunion
in the free world.This achievement provided the turning point for the author to focus on his
person and finally confront his inner most secret - "homosexuality". However, many hurdles lied
ahead of this decision. Then the journey continued* This book is intended for an adult audience.
For privacy protection, names have been changed where required.

About the AuthorLazaro Agustin Alvarez was born on August 28, 1947 in the island of Cuba,
now a US citizen residing in Miami, Florida, USA. He is a freelance writer and the author of Stills:
"Moments in Time" - AuthorHouse Publisher.The autobiography book idea began over ten years
ago with the objective of providing his two daughters a true depiction of who their father is in this
world. His inner feelings since an early age were always a well-kept secret. The marriage ended
in divorce, where separation from the children during their early years generated many personal
conflicts in his new phase in life."Stills" became a serious undertaking, where reliving negative
as well as positive moments became challenges to document. Both daughters received copies
of the book's private version during August of 2008, where at that moment, the author
considered the project objectives fulfilled.During the assembly phase of the private book
version, selective family members and friends of the author performing the revisions, suggested
him to publish the book to the public. They felt that sections of the information contained in its
chapters have historical value, and the personal events could provide insight to someone facing
similar life situations. This gave the author the needed boost to pursue the new goal. --This text
refers to an alternate kindle_edition edition.
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DedicationI dedicate this book to “the family”; my interpretation of family is all those persons
related by blood, or anyone who crossed your path on this earth. I would like to dedicate it
specially, to my daughters Juliet and Daisy, in the hope that someday they can understand their
father’s thoughts, heart, and purpose in life. Lazaro Agustin Alvarez 

Thanks To God……for every moment,…for every problem,…for every joy,…for the family,…for
every person that has touched my life,…and for Lazaro. 

EpigraphThe mind is a product of time, memory is the archive of the mind and thoughts; files
archived by the mind. As things are, we see that the mind can only store all things that can be
extracted from time… Juan Manuel Cardona Frontana (Excerpt from the book “La Fisica Mental
al Alcance de Todos”, translated from its original Spanish version – Mexico, 1995) Time is
golden, but……memories are priceless!The author
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IntroductionThis book was started several years earlier of its publishing date; each year it was
left on hold for either lack of interest, turmoil (They will be mentioned in it!), or just plain lack of
time due to job assignments.After realizing that my 60th birthday was just around the corner, I
decided to complete it finally. Throughout life, I have thought of living to the ripe “young” age of
100. Therefore, the milestone of the half way mark and the amount of details during that period
gave sufficient ammunition to write it. If the other half of my life changes as frequently as the first
and with as many details, look for volume two in your bookstores just before the departure to the
other world.By no means, I am considered a writer; the sections contained herein were real life
moments or what I call “Stills” that molded me to the person I am today. Often the realization that
my children never knew their father’s past was urgency enough to publish the book. They are not
to blame; life took many turns and never gave us the opportunity of talking face to face to
discuss what was ticking inside each of us.During some periods in life, I felt shame and did not
want to live; these moments were created by the impacts made by the society and cultures of
the times. The fear of failure or not fitting in correctly created most of the situations described in
this book. Later, while living in San Francisco, California, I found that anyone could enjoy an
average and free life no matter who or what you are.Many people like me in the past did not live
a free life, although to the outside world they represented something else, a facade! During my
era, at least I was able to enjoy partial freedom. However, think the enjoyment those born in the
future would have when they will live their lives to its fullest from their first breath, perhaps giving
us the credit of naming us groundbreakers for their acceptance in the new society.The definition
of a “Still” derives from photography; it means a shot or photo made of an immovable object…a
moment in time. To others it may seem more like an old movie, but in my mind, these moments
are just standing still waiting for the right time to surface again.Each “Still” appears with the
details provided by the thought process as it originated. More detail is available, but the main
element of the moment was the recording factor that I was after.Everyone may experience the
above just the same, but to me each moment comes full with the sights, sounds, and feel of the
time, no matter how long ago it happened.Please enjoy the book and always remember that
each moment in your life is precious (Positive or negative). I believe that the Almighty charts life
and we cannot change its path. When you look back at moments past, you will realize that it was
all one giant puzzle where the pieces or “Stills” relate to each other.Lazaro Agustin
AlvarezAugust, 2008
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Ileana, “Excellent Book!! I am part of that book!!!. Hello!!! You are the cousin I have been looking
for so much time!!! When I read the book, I remember every detail from your house, your family,
everything!! I was a kid and I have been looking for you for years!! This is incredible!!! I
reccommend this book to anyone that wants to read a legitimate, authentic book that encloses a
lot of mistery. By the way, I can explain you many of the doubts you have about your life. Please
send me an email ([...])”

The book has a rating of  5 out of 5.0. 3 people have provided feedback.
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